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The Taming of the Shrew


Induction

1.  A.  Describe the trick played upon Sly in your own words.  B.  What do you think of the plan?

2.  How does this opening scene set the stage for the rest of this play?

3.  A.  What different levels of society are revealed in this opening scene?  B.  Who is the character of the lowest class? 

C.  Who is the character is the highest class?

4.  How does it make the audience feel?

5.  A.  What are the Lord’s instructions to his page about the proper behavior of a wife?  B.  What does this tell you about the expected role of a wife during this time period?

Act I

6.  Where is the play set?  What difference does this make?

7.  Which character is described as an “irksome brawling scold?”  Is this a fitting description?

8.  Why does Bianca have so many suitors?  Who are they?

9.  What happens when Lucentio arrives in town?

10.  What is Petruciio’s chief goal for his arrival in Padua?

Act II

11.  How do Kate and Bianca get along?  Give an example of their relationship from the play.  

12.  According to Baptista, what must Petruchio do to win Kate?

13.  What are the characteristics of the dialogue between Kate and Petruchio?

14.  What new problem does Tranio have at the end of Act 2?

Act II and III

15.  Bianca was attacked by this character.    ___________________

16.  This character disguises himself as Litio, the music tutor.  __________________________

17.  This character disguises himself as Cambio, the poetry (Latin) tutor.   _________________________

18.  This character disguises himself as Lucentio, the suitor for Bianca.  __________________________________

19.  Baptista says her suitor must win this daughter’s love before any marriage agreement can be made.  ____________

20.  These characters fight with words, proving they have similar skills.  ______________________________________

21.  This character goes to Venice to purchase clothes for a wedding.  _______________________________________

True or False: 

22.  Both Lucentio and Hortensio reveal their identities to Bianca while tutoring her.  _____________________________

23.  Baptista and Petruchio grow worried when Kate is late for the wedding.  ___________________________________

24.  Gremio says that Kate acted like a shrew at the wedding.  ______________________________________

25.  After the wedding, Kate leaves willingly when Petruchio says they cannot stay for the celebration.  ______________

26.  Petruchio’s actions are frequently odd and unreasonable in Act 3.  ______________________________

Act IV
27.  Why does Grumio arrive ahead of Petruchio and Kate?

28. How was their journey from Padua?

29. What do Kate and Petruchio eat when they arrive?

30. Why does Petruchio reject the mutton?

31. Why is origin of the pedant important to Tranio?

32. What time of day is it when Petruchio declares that the moon shines bright?

33. Whom do Kate and Petruchio encounter on their journey?

34. How does Kate give in to Petruchio?

35. Why is Vincentio headed to Padua?

36. How does Vincentio respond to the game Petruchio and Kate play with him?

Act V
37.  Describe the situational irony of the first scene.

38.  How do the disguises provide comedy in this scene?

39.  How many arguments are there in Act 5?  Which couple is the notable exception?

40.  What does Kate say in her final speech?

